WEEK 2 DAILY DEVOTIONALS

Day 8. Spoken Word

John 11:38-44: Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb. It was a cave with
a stone laid across the entrance. “Take away the stone,” he said. “But, Lord,” said
Martha, the sister of the dead man, “by this time there is a bad odor, for he has been
there four days.” Then Jesus said, “Did I not tell you that if you believe, you will see the
glory of God?” So they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, “Father, I
thank you that you have heard me. I knew that you always hear me, but I said this for
the benefit of the people standing here, that they may believe that you sent me.” When
he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” The dead man came
out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth around his face. Jesus
said to them, “Take off the grave clothes and let him go.”

The story of Lazarus’ death and resurrection reflects the power of Jesus’ spoken Word.
He already knew in His heart the miracle that was about to take place, but His words
spoke the miracle into existence.

While prayer is our declaration of our dependence on God, our spoken words can be the
manifestation of what’s happening in our hearts. There is power in our spoken words —
whether they are used to build up or tear down. It is so important to keep our hearts
filled with the truth from God’s Word so that our words will produce good fruit.

As you seek God in prayer, ask Him for the words and discernment that may help
someone today. Pray that your words would be encouraging, edifying and aligned with
the truth of God’s word. Building others up around us with our words allows us to be
God’s instrument — a vessel for His good work.

As God continues to fill us through this season of prayer and fasting, He wants to take
what is now in our hearts and share it with others. How can you use the power of your
spoken words to speak God’s truth in the lives of others?

Additional Reading:

Isaiah 50:4: “The Sovereign LORD has given me a well-instructed tongue, to know the
word that sustains the weary. He wakens me morning by morning, wakens my ear to
listen like one being instructed.”

Ephesians 4:29: “Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only
what is helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those
who listen.”

Matthew 12:33-37: “Make a tree good and its fruit will be good, or make a tree bad
and its fruit will be bad, for a tree is recognized by its fruit. You brood of vipers, how can
you who are evil say anything good? For the mouth speaks what the heart is full of. A
good man brings good things out of the good stored up in him, and an evil man brings




evil things out of the evil stored up in him. But I tell you that everyone will have to give
account on the day of judgment for every empty word they have spoken. For by your
words you will be acquitted, and by your words you will be condemned.”

Proverbs 18: 21: “The tongue has the power of life and death, and those who love it
will eat its fruit.”

Proverbs 12:18: “The words of the reckless pierce like swords, but the tongue of the
wise brings healing.”

Prayer:

Father, Thank You that Your Word is life and power to me and to others. Your Word
brings hope to things that appear to have no hope. May Your words take root in my
heart so that I can bring life, power and encouragement to others who are weary. Place a
deep hunger in my heart for Your words so that I can memorize and recall Your words
when needed. May the words of my mouth and the meditations of my heart be pleasing
in Your sight, oh Lord, my rock and my redeemer.




Day 9. Humble Yourself

Matthew 17:14-16: “And when they had come to the multitude, a man came to Him,
kneeling down to Him and saying, “Lord, have mercy on my son, for he is an epileptic
and suffers severely; for he often falls into the fire and often into the water. So I
brought him to Your disciples, but they could not cure him.”

What a great example of humility — this man approached Jesus and knelt before Him in
the midst of a crowd. As the father approached Jesus, he believed that Jesus would bring
his son relief. But even in his belief, his approach was humble and submitted to what
Christ would choose to do. Looking further into the story, we find the father was also
persistent and resisted taking offense. Though the disciples were not able to help him,
he set aside his temporary disappointment in their failure and continued to seek after
Jesus — the solution to his circumstance, the source of relief through his trial.

Being humble before God is realizing our need of Him, submitting to His will, pursuing
Him and being confident the outcome will occur in God’s perfect timing.

Be encouraged that approaching God with a heart of humility will always position you to
find relief in Jesus. Don’t be ashamed to humble yourself before God, even in the midst
of others looking on. Offenses and disappointment may come but continue in your
pursuit of Jesus. You may not get relief right away but know that God is never late and
His solution is always perfect.

Prayer is a posture of humility. Humble yourself before the Lord each day and bring
your cares to Him. You may want to consider how you present your body to the Lord in
prayer. Getting down on our hands and knees or stretching out on our faces on the floor
puts us in positions of humility that can help us focus. He wants to meet you where you
are and answer your every need. Is there discouragement in your heart today? Write it
down and release it to our perfect God.

Additional reading:

Isaiah 66:2: “Has not my hand made all these things, and so they came into being?
declares the LORD. These are the ones I look on with favor: those who are humble and
contrite in spirit, and who tremble at my word.”

Colossians 3:12-14: “Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe
yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. Bear with
each other and forgive one another if any of you has a grievance against someone.
Forgive as the Lord forgave you. And over all these virtues put on love, which binds
them all together in perfect unity.”

James 4: 6-10: “ But he gives us more grace. That is why Scripture says: God opposes
the proud but shows favor to the humble. Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the
devil, and he will flee from you. Come near to God and he will come near to you. Wash
your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded. Grieve, mourn and




wail. Change your laughter to mourning and your joy to gloom. Humble yourselves
before the Lord, and he will lift you up.”

Prayer:

Lord, I bow before You realizing You are sovereign, almighty, and all powerful. I thank
You that in Your greatness You still love and care for me. Your ways and thoughts are so
much higher than mine, and I acknowledge my need for You. May I have a meek and
humble spirit like Jesus. Remove pride from my life, for I confess I am nothing without
You. I submit my life to You once again. I pray You remove disappointment and
discouragement from me as I trust in You and Your perfect will. Help me to be humble
and gentle to those around me. Thank You for working in my heart. I love You.




Day 10. Clean House

Romans 8:5-6: For those who live according to the flesh, set their minds on the
things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit.
For to be carnally minded is death, but to be spiritually minded is life and peace.

Have you ever looked up at your ceiling fan blades or in the deep recesses of your couch
cushions and noticed the filth that builds up over time? Even though we might clean on
a regular basis, there are times when we need to go... a little deeper. We realize that
what appeared to be clean on the surface was in all actuality, quite filthy.

The same thing can happen spiritually. As we go about our daily lives, there are things
that can build up over time. Even if we regularly worship, pray and read our Bible, the
different pressures and cares of this world can quietly build up, and end up consuming
our lives. Without even realizing it, we can lose our peace, our joy, and our passion for
the things of God. Our service to God, which used to fill us with life and excitement,
becomes a duty that we must fulfill.

Fasting is the deep cleaning that helps us take our mind off of the things of this world
and instead have a refreshed focus on the things of the Spirit. It is an incredibly effective
way to get into the nooks and crannies of our soul and bring all those dusty old habits,
broken mindsets and rusty attitudes out into the light of God’s truth. In fasting and
prayer, our service to God returns to something we want to do rather than something we
have to do.

As you pray and fast today, ask God to show you any areas where you could use a
refreshed spiritual focus. Like David, in Psalm 51:10-12, pray that God will cleanse your
heart, renew your spirit, and restore the joy of your salvation. Pray with confidence,
knowing that He wants to fill you with His life and peace.

Additional reading:
Psalm 51
Psalm 139

Philippians 4:8-9: “ Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble,
whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if
anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think about such things. Whatever you have
learned or received or heard from me, or seen in me—put it into practice. And the God
of peace will be with you.”

Prayer:

Lord, at times I grow tired and lukewarm in my love and service for You. Forgive me for
allowing the distractions of the world to take my focus off of You. Please renew the joy of
my salvation and give me a fresh passion for You. I want to love You more than life.
Thank You that You never grow weary and that Your passion for me is always secure.




Day 11. What’s your assignment?

Luke 4:1-2, 14-15: Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was
led by the Spirit in the desert, where for forty days He was tempted by the devil. He ate
nothing during those days, and at the end of them He was hungry...Jesus returned to
Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news about Him spread through the whole
countryside. He taught in their synagogues, and everyone praised Him.

Fasting and prayer are helpful to receiving a clear vision of God’s specific path for our
lives. Many times following a season of prayer and fasting we can have a more defined
understanding of the part that we play in the body of Christ and a greater sense of our
particular spiritual giftings. (1 Corinthians 12)

This chapter in the Gospel of Luke describes the circumstances surrounding the
beginning of Jesus’ public ministry. Notice that He went into the desert “full of the Holy
Spirit.” However, He returned to Galilee, “in the power of the Holy Spirit.” Being full of
the Spirit is knowing God and his character; walking in the power of the Spirit is when
we know that we have the God-given strength and authority in our lives to walk out His
will.

The power of the Spirit is essential for us to accomplish the assignment God has for our
lives. God could be leading you to fast so that you can receive His specific instructions
for your life. He will empower you, not just to know Him, but to walk in His power to
accomplish what He has called you to do.

» Are there areas of your life that need more clarity?

« Are you walking in the power of the Spirit and living in God’s purpose for your life?
Write down those things God is speaking to you.

« As you continue your fast, pray that God continually reveals His purpose and gives you
ever increasing clarity and strength to walk it out.

Additional reading:

Psalms 37:3-7: Trust in the LORD and do good; dwell in the land and enjoy safe
pasture. Take delight in the LORD, and he will give you the desires of your heart.
Commit your way to the LORD; trust in him and he will do this: He will make your
righteous reward shine like the dawn, your vindication like the noonday sun. Be still
before the LORD and wait patiently for him; do not fret when people succeed in their
ways, when they carry out their wicked schemes.

Isaiah 48:17-18: This is what the LORD says— your Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel:
I am the LORD your God, who teaches you what is best for you, who directs you in the
way you should go. If only you had paid attention to my commands, your peace would
have been like a river, your well-being like the waves of the sea.

Romans 1:1-2: Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to
offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and




proper worship. Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the
renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his
good, pleasing and perfect will.

Prayer:

Holy Spirit, thank You that Your power lives within me. I want to live more in Your
power, so I ask that You come into my soul and fill me again. I do not want any sin in my
life to block You, so I ask You cleanse my heart. I know You have a purpose for my life,
but I don’t always know what that is. I ask for a clear calling and discernment as I desire
to live out the assignment You have given me. Thank You that when You call me to
something, You also completely equip me. I pray that You alone will work through me
and that others will see You in me. Thank You for choosing me and giving me a purpose.
May my life shine brightly for You!




Day 12. Don’t worry — Pray Instead

Philippians 4:6-7 (MSG): Don’t fret or worry. Instead of worrying, pray. Let petitions
and praises shape your worries into prayers, letting God know your concerns. Before you
know it, a sense of God’s wholeness, everything coming together for good, will come and
settle you down. It’s wonderful what happens when Christ displaces worry at the center
of your life.

Worry seems to be an inescapable fact of modern life. No doubt there is plenty to worry
about: our future, the economy, global warming, war, disease... the list could go on
forever! Sometimes it might seem that worry has even replaced Jesus as the focal point
of our lives. Jesus Himself admonished us several times not to worry. And the great
apostle, Paul, tell us in the passage above that there is an antidote to worry...prayer.

When we worry about something, we are spending energy on it, wondering what might
happen, rehearsing the “if only’s” and “what if’s” in our mind. Why not take that same
energy and refocus it on prayer instead? When we worry, we are simply talking to
ourselves about our fears, but when we pray, we are taking those fears to God. We can’t
control the future, but in the words of Anne Graham Lotz, God is already there! He
knows exactly what is going to happen and He promises to be with us every step of the
journey.

As we continue this season of prayer and fasting, let’s make an effort to convert our
worry into prayer. As Paul says in the verse above, “let petitions and praises shape your
worries into prayers,” and you will find that the peace of God will guard your heart.

« Are there things that you consistently worry about?

« As you go through your day today, recapture each worried thought and send it up to
God as a prayer. See how dramatically your outlook improves when the peace of God is
activated through prayer!

Additional Reading:

Proverbs 3:1-6: My son, do not forget my teaching, but keep my commands in your
heart, for they will prolong your life many years, and bring you peace and prosperity. Let
love and faithfulness never leave you; bind them around your neck, write them on the
tablet of your heart. Then you will win favor and a good name in the sight of God and
man. Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in
all your ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight.

Jeremiah 29:11-13: “For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to
prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. Then you will call
on me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you. You will seek me and find me
when you seek me with all your heart.”

Isaiah 41:10-13: So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your
God. I will strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.




Prayer:

Lord, You know how often my mind goes to worry and not to trusting You. May my
thoughts be quicker to turn into prayers to You, my Almighty God, because You know
the plans You have for me, and they are plans to prosper me and not to harm me. Thank
You for Your peace that surpasses all understanding as I place my confidence in You and
believe You are at work in my life.




Day 13. Praying Boldly

I Kings 18:36 (KJV): And it came to pass, at the time of the offering of the evening
sacrifice, that Elijah the prophet came near and said, “Lord God of Abraham, Isaac,
and Israel, let it be known this day that You are God in Israel and I am Your servant...

2»

The sacrifice referenced above was a declaration that Elijah was a servant of the Most
High God. Elijah belonged to God, and he represented God to the people. However,
Elijah’s boldness was not a result of who he was; it was the result of knowing God!

As children of God under the new covenant of Jesus, we don’t have to be timid or fearful
when coming to God in prayer. We can approach God boldly. The Amplified Bible puts it
like this:

Let us then fearlessly and confidently and boldly draw near to the throne of grace (the
throne of God’s unmerited favor to us sinners), that we may receive mercy [for our
failures] and find grace to help in good time for every need [appropriate help and well-
timed help, coming just when we need it]. Hebrews 4:16

It’s hard to imagine taking a fearless, confident, bold attitude when coming before God
in prayer. Yet this is exactly what we are admonished to do! God has already settled the
issue of our access to Him, but we can be assured, our access is not because of our own
righteousness. It’s because of what Jesus did on the cross. We can come to the throne in
such outrageous boldness because Jesus was outrageously righteous! When we pray, we
come to God in the authority of Jesus’ name, and we can be confident that we will find
grace, mercy and perfectly-timed help.

» Do you approach God with timidity of confidence?

« Seek God boldly today knowing you are fully forgiven and Jesus has made you
righteous. When you approach God in prayer, seek a fresh revelation of who He is in
your life.

Additional Reading:

Matthew 9:18-26: While he was saying this, a synagogue leader came and knelt before
him and said, “My daughter has just died. But come and put your hand on her, and she
will live.” Jesus got up and went with him, and so did his disciples. Just then a woman
who had been subject to bleeding for twelve years came up behind him and touched the
edge of his cloak. She said to herself, “If I only touch his cloak, I will be healed.” Jesus
turned and saw her. “Take heart, daughter,” he said, “your faith has healed you.” And
the woman was healed at that moment. When Jesus entered the synagogue leader’s
house and saw the noisy crowd and people playing pipes, he said, “Go away. The girl is
not dead but asleep.” But they laughed at him. After the crowd had been put outside, he
went in and took the girl by the hand, and she got up. News of this spread through all
that region.




Ephesians 3:16-21: I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with
power through his Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts
through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, may have
power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and long and high
and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge—that you
may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God. Now to him who is able to do
immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work
within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations,
for ever and ever! Amen.

Prayer:

Father, I thank You that I can approach You boldly and with confidence because I am
righteous through Christ. Lord, please give me a boldness in asking from You. Nothing
is too difficult for You, and I pray for a renewed revelation of who You are today. You
hold all things in Your hands and have a perfect plan for my life. Thank You. I love You.




Day 14. Alignment with Heaven

Matthew 6:10 (KJV): “Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in
heaven.”

We have all heard the phrase, “just like heaven on earth.” When Jesus taught His
disciples how to pray, in Matthew 6:9-13, He provided some insight into what “heaven
on earth” might look like. In reality, heaven is a place where God’s will reigns supreme.
If we want to have a taste of heaven on earth, then our prayer should be like Jesus’: “Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done...” The purest motivation for our prayers is that God
will be glorified and that His will would reign supreme in our lives, just like it does in
heaven.

On a more personal level, we can pray that His will be unhindered in our own lives.
Rather than imposing His will upon us, God gives us the choice to surrender to it with
trust and gladness. As we yield to the Lordship of Christ over every area of our lives, we
come into agreement with Him. We experience alignment with heaven and position
ourselves to taste a little bit of heaven here on earth. His will then becomes what we
desire and the thing we most seek after. We enter into the incredible adventure of
participating in God’s plan to move His kingdom forward on the earth. This is where we
find the most fulfilling and joyous life, but it all starts with one, personal “yes, Lord” on
our part.

« What does God’s will “on earth as it is in heaven” look like in your life?
« Do the desires of your heart line up with the will of God?

« As we seek God together, let’s pray as Jesus taught us, “Thy kingdom come, Thy will be
done.”

Additional Reading:
Isaiah 58:1-12

James 1:27: Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look
after orphans and widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by
the world.

Prayer:

Father, Your word is very clear about what Your will is. You desire for us to reach out to
the lonely, oppressed, marginalized and lost. You have great compassion on them and
desire us to be Your hands and feet. Please help my will to line up with Yours. Please
enable me to care about others being lost more than I care about the comforts or
problems in my life. May Your kingdom come, may Your will be done on earth as it is in
heaven. And may I be willing to bring Your kingdom to earth by the way I treat others
around me. Please open my eyes to who You want me to bless today.




